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financial Athene from the head of Pluto, had
never apparently bestowed a moment's attention
on problems of commerce. His whole adult life
had been devoted to religion, and he had already
been irritated by his political friends9 indifference
to his book on Church and State. In a quarter of
an hour's conversation with Peel he insisted that
" I am not really fit for it. I have no general
knowledge of trade whatever : with a few ques-
tions I am acquainted, but they are such as have
come across me incidentally," and in an auto-
biographical note of a later date he returns tathe
subject:
" I was totally ignorant of political economy and
of the commerce of the country. I might have
said, as I believe was said by a former holder of
the vice-presidency, that my mind was in regard
to all these matters * a sheet of white paper/
except that it was doubtless coloured by a tradi-
tional prejudice of Protection which had then
quite recently become a distinctive mark of Con-
servatism. In a spirit of ignorant mortification
I said to myself at the moment: The science of
politics deals with the Government of men, but
I am set to govern packages. In my journal for
August 2nd I find this recorded: 'Since the
address meetings (which were quasi-cabinets) the
idea of the Irish Secretaryship had nestled im-
perceptibly in my mind.' w               *
This note reveals completely the difference
between Gladstone and Peel. At no moment in